Buckingham, Mayor. 


Car. ſpecial, tent, in feſto ſancti Micha- 
elis Archangeli , ſs. Die Sabbati 299. 
die Septembris, 1705. Annoque Re- 
zin Anne, Angliz Cc. quarto, 


T is Order'd, that the Thanks of this 
Court be given to the Reverend Mr. 
Hoadly, for his Excellent Sermon this day 
Preach'd before the Right Honourable the 
Lord-Mayor, Aldermen and Livery-Men 
of the ſeveral Companies of this _ at 


the Pariſh-Church of St. Lawrence-Fewry, 
before the Election of the Lord-Mayor 


of this City for the Year enſuing. And 


this Court doth defire Him to Print the 
ſame. 


ASHHURST. 
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To the Right Honourable 


Sir Omen Buckingham, 
Lord- Mayor of the City of London; 


Sir Thomas Rawlinſon , 
Lord- Mayor Elect; 


AND THR 
Court of Aldermen. 


Right Honourable, 
S I ever was fully perſuaded that 


this Nation owes all its preſent 
" Happineſs, under an Excellent 
Princeſs, to the late glorious Revoluti- 
on, and all its future Hopes to the Eſta- 
hliſbment of the Proteſtant Succeſſion: 
So 


Dedication. 
So I have ever thought my ſelf oblig'd, 
in Dity to the Public, to Maintain and 
Recommend, on all juſt Occaſzons, thoſe 
Principles which alone can thoroughly de- 
fend the One, and inviolably ſecure the 
Other ; thoſe Principles which are the 
grounds not only of a cold and indifferent 
Submiſſion to the prelent Settlement, but 
of a warm and hearty Approbation of it; 
and which, if they were univerſally re- 
cetu'd, could not but highly promote the 
public Happineſs. And I flatter my ſelf, 
that the following Sermon, as it is deſian d 
to ſo good an end, however any part of it 
may differ from the Judgment of others, 
cannot greatly offend any, who try Love 
their Queen, and their Country. 


My LORD, 

I ſhall only add my hearty Prayers for 
the Proſperity of this great City, on which 
the Happineſs of the whole Nation ſo'much 
depends : 


Dedication. 
depends : And particularly that it may 
ever be Govern'd with that Prudence, and 
Conduct which Tour Lordſhip hath diſ- 
cover d in the Management of Tour great 
Office. : 


am, 


Right Honourable, 
Your moſt Obedient 


Humble Servant, 


Benjamin Hoadly. 
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| Advertiſement. 


A Sermon Preach'd on the Sth. of 
March, 1704-5. Being the Anni- 
verlary Day of Thankſgiving for the 
Queen's Acceſhon to the Crown. By 
Benjamin Hoadly, M. A. Rector of St. Pe- 
ter's-Poor, Publiſlrd at the Requeſt of 
ſeveral Gentlemen of that Pariſh. Printed 
for Timothy Chile, at the White-Hart, at 
the Weſt End of St. Paul's Church- fan 
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aw xliiF1. 
Let every Soul be Subject to the Higher 


4 owers. 35 


ter, the Duty of Subjects to Perſons in 
Autority 1s plainly laid down; and 

the end of all Government, and the duty of 
all Governours plainly imply d. And it is 
my Defign to draw 08 uſeful and . 


1. the ſeven firſt Verſes of this Chap- 


( 2 7 
Obſervations from what the Apoſtle hath 
here deliver'd upon theſe two Heads, 


I. With Reſpect to Governours. And 
II. With Reſpect to Subjects. 


I. With Reſpect to Governours. And here 


1. The frſi Thing we obſerve is, That 
the Apoſtle declares that they are ordain'd of 
God, 4 1. That their Autority is the Ordz- 
Foc God, v. 2. I hat they are the Mini- 

ſters f God, v.4, 6. And fince an Apoſtle 
hath lo far LS d himſelf with the mat- 
ter of Government, as to ſay this, 1t cannot 
be amiſs in Us, Pho are to be guided by his 
Directions, to examine in what Senſe this 
muſt be underſtood. Now one would think 
it next to impoſſible that any ſhould under- 
ſtand theſe, and the like Expreſſions, to ſig- 
nifie that God had himſelf appointed for all 
the Kiogdoms of the Earth, one particular 
Form of Government ; and that all Deviatia- 
tions from that, or Alterations in it, are 
Unlawful, .as they are Tranſgreſſions of the 
politive laftitution of Almighty God. For 


1 may, 


THY 

I may, I think, venture to ſay, that there 
is not the leaſt Footſtep of this Divine Inſti- 
tution in all the Accounts we have of the 
Dealings of Providence with Mankind; nor 
the leaſt Ground for ſuch an Opinion from 
Hiſtory, or the Reaſon of the Thing. And 
in the Words of the Apoſtle now before us, 
Suppoſing He had confin'd them to the 
Form of Government then in being at Rome, 
can any one 1magine that He intended tode- 
clare that the Roman Emperors, who at firſt 
manifeſtly uſurp'd, and maintain'd their 
Autority by force of Arms, had their Com- 
miſſion immediately from God? Can any 
one imagine that He would not have ſaid 
the ſame Things, had the Republic continu'd 
in all its former Rights, and antient Liberty? 
Or that He would not have preſs'd Obedi- 
ence and Submiſſion upon the Subject, from 
the ſame Topics? Nay, that He meant this 
of all forts of Supreme Powers, and of Magi- 
ſtrates in all Forms of Government, is evident 
from this, which he makes, as it were, the 
Ground of all theſe Forms of Expreſſions, 
2. 1. That there is no Power but of God: 
Which certainly extends equally to all who 
are poſſeſs d of any ſort of Power, to be ex- 
B 2 ercis'd 
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ercis'd for the Good of the Public, and to 
all Species of Governments. So that it can» 
not be meant here of any one Form, that it 
is of God, in any other Senſe, but that in 
which it is true of all. And it being true of 
all in no other Senfe but this, That no Per- 
fons are poſſeſsd of any Governing Power 
for the Good of humane Society, but by the 
Providence of God, and by his Will either 
permitting or decreeing it: It can in no o- 
ther Senſe be here meant of any one particu- 
lar ſort of Governors, that they ha ve their Au- 
tority from God. It is his Will indeed that 
there ſhould be Government in humane Socie- 
ties, for the Peace, and Happineſs of Man- 
kind : And fo all Governours, of what ſort 
ſoever, may be ſaid to be ordained by God, 
becaule it is his Will that there ſhould be 
Governours ; they may be ſtyl'd the Mini- 
ſters of God, becauſe they a& his Pleaſure 
whilſt they do the Duty of good Governours; 
and their Autority may be ſaid to be the 
Ordinance of God, becauſe it is his Will that 
fome Perſons ſhould be veſted with Autority 
for the Good of humane Society. And thus 
St. Peter ſeems to underſtand this Matter, 
in his firſt Epiſtle Chap. 2. 13. where He 

expreſly 


©. o 
expreſly calls the King, and Governours un- 
der Him, by the name of an humane Ordi- 
nance, becauſe the particular Forms of Govern- 
ment are of humane Determination: And 
makes them no otherwiſe of Divine Appoint- 
ment, but by ſaying, ». 15. That it is the 
Will of God they ſhould be obey'd. Nay, it 


is evident that what St. Paul faith here, is 


ſpoken of all in Power and Autority; of 
the loweſt Degree of Magiſtrates, as well as 
the higheſt Prince upon Earth. They are all 
equally ordain'd by God ; their Autority e- 
qually the Ordinance of God, and themſelves 
equalty the Miniſters of God: And theſe 
Things cannot be meant of them in any other 
Senſe, but as they are by God's Providence 

feſs'd of Power and Antority; and as it 
is God's Will they ſhould be obey'd in the 
due Execution of their Office: And there- 
fore cannot be meant of the greateſt Prince 
in any other. 

2. We may obſerve that it is declar'd here, 


That the ſole End, and Bufineſs of all Go- 


verning Power, is to conſult the Good of hu- 
mane Society, by maintaining Peace and Vir- 
tue in it. v. 3. Rulers, i. e. thoſe who faith- 
fully perform the Office of Rulers, are not a 


Terrour 


(6) 
Terrour to good Works, but tothe evil. Aud 
v. 4: He, that is, One who is truly a Govern- 
our, is the Miniſter of God to thee for Good, 
and the Miniſter of God likewiſe in another 
Senle, viz. A Revenger to execute Wrath upon 
Him that doth Evil, And v. 6. Theſe Ru- 
lers are ſaid to be continually attending upon 
this very Thing. In which account of Govern- 
ours it js not to be ſuppos'd- that the Apoſtle 
meant, that all of them did always perform 
this good Part ; but that this was their great 
Buſineſs, and the only end of their Inſtitu- 
tion, as He makes it the Ground of the O- 
bed ience to be paid to them. You ſee here 
that He doth not give an account of the Prin- 
ces and Governours of this World, as of Perſons 
exalted by the immediate direction of Hea- 
ven, to a heighth above their Neighbours, 
to be Arbitrators, at their own Pleaſures, of 
the Lives and Fortunes of their Fellow-Crea- 
tures, and to receive the ſervile Homage of 
. whole Nations; but as of Perſons call'd by 
the Providence of God to a difficult and la- 
borious Task; not to live in Eaſe and Deli- 
cacy, but to watch Day and Night for the 
Good of that Society in which they preſide ; 
to be diſtinguiſh'd indeed from others by the 
ates! Enſigus 
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Enfigns of Greatneſs and Autority; but this 
only to make them more capable of ſerving 
the Public, and conſulting the Intereſt of 
the whole. Their Office indeed is a glori- 
ous Office : But the Glory of it doth not con- 
fiſt in the outward Majeſty of the Governor, 
and the Servility of the Subject; but in the 
Happineſs, and Peace, that is deriv'd from 
the Cares and Labours of the Sypreme Head, 
to all the Members of the Body Politic. And 
that Governovr who contradicts the Character 
here laid down by St. Paul; who is not a 
Terrour to evil Works, but to good ; who is not 
the Miniſter of Good to the Virtuous, and of 
Vengeance, to the Wicked only ; and who is 
not continually watching for the Good and Hap- 
ineſs of humane Society, is not the Govern- 
our whom St. Paul means in this place, or to 
whom He here ' prefles Obedience: And 
much leſs, if He manifeſtly act contrary to 
the only end of his Inſtitution; and endea- 
vour to ruine the Happineſs of that Society o- 
ver which He is plac d. And this may ſerve 
to explain yet farther, in what Senſe theſe 
higher Powers are from God; viz. As they act 
agrecably to his Will, which is, that they 
ſhould promote the Happineſs and Good of 
humane 


8. 
humane Society, which St. Paul all along 
ſuppoſes them to do. And conſequently, 
when they do the contrary they cannot be 
ſaid to be from God, or to act by this Auto- 
rity, any more than an inferior Magiſtrate 
may be ſaid to act by a Prince's Autority, 
whilſt He acts directly contrary to his Will. 
Having thus la id before you what the Apoſtle 
hath here deliver'd with reſpe& to Govern- 
ours, I come now, as I propos d, 


II. To confider what is here ſaid, Vith 
reſpect to Subjects, and their Duty. 
And 18 


1. The Duty of Submiſſtion, and Non- xe ſi- 
ſtance is laid down in ſuch abſolute Terms, 
that many have been induc'd from hence to 
think, That the Chriſtian Religion denies 
the Subject all Liberty of redreſſing the great- 
eſt Grievances. Thus v. 2. Whoſoever there- 
fore refiſteth the Power, reſiſteth the Ordinance of 
God; and they that reſiſt ſhall receive to them- 
ſelves Damnation: And v. 5. Wherefore ye muſt 
needs. be Subject, not only for Wrath, but alſo 
for Conſcience ſake; i. e. Not only for fear of 
Puniſhment ; but out of a Senſe of Duty. 

Thoſe 


| 09) 
Thoſe who do not examine into the Founda- 
tion upon nich E 
drine, and into the whole of what he deli- 
vers, may indeed be apt to think that in 
theſe Words there is little Relief allow'd to 
Subject, tho' lying under the greateſt Op- 
pteſſions imaginable: And yet methinks, 
on the other hand, if the Apoſtle had done 
nothing but enforc'd the Duty of Obedience 
upon the Subject, it would be reaſonable to 
judge from the Nature of the Thing, and 
the Abſurdities of the contrary, that He 
meant this only as a general Rule in all ordi- 
nary Caſes, rather than to imagine that He 
ſhould abſolutely conclude whole Nations 
under Miſery, and Slavery without hopes of 
 Redreſs. But I obſerve | $a 
2. That the Apoſtle doth himſelf ſo explain 
his own Doctrine in this very place, by the Rea- 
ſons He gives for this Obedience in Subjects; and 
the Account He gives of the Duty of Govern- 
ours, as to leave Subjects all the Liberty they 
can reaſonably deſire. For tho He doth at firſt 
preſs upon them, in unlimited Words, an Obe- 
dience and Non-reſiſtance, to the higher Powers ; 
vet He maniieftly afterwards Typits this Ob 
e l e Sara e head 
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of their Inſtitution. The Reaſon He gives 
for Submiſſion, is this, v. 3. For Rulers are not 4 
Terrour to good Works, hats the Evil; And 
v. 4. Their Buſineſs is declar d to be the Ex- 
ecut ion of Wrath upon him that doth Evil; and 
the Neceffity of Sobmiſfon is inferr'd from 
hence, v. 5. Wherefore ye muſt needs be ſubjecF, | 
not only for Wrath, but for Conſcience ſake : that 
is, It is your Duty to obey the Supreme Power, 
becauſe the great End of all humane Autority 
is the Good of the Public; that honeſt Men 
may be protected in their Properties, and all 
Violence, and Diſorder, and Unhappineſs 
in humane Society, be prevented and pu- 
niſh'd'; and becauſe it is your Duty to pro- 
mote that good End. Now this being the 
Argument of the Apoſtle; all that we can 
poſſibly collect from his Injunctions in this 
fleet is this, That it is the indiſpenſable 
uty of SubjefFs to ſubmit themſelves to ſuch 
Governours as, anſwer the good end of their 
Inſtitution; to ſich Rulers as He here de- 
{cribes : ſuch as 'are not a Terrour to good | 
Works, hut to the Evil; ſuch as promote the 
public Good, and are continually attending up- 
on this very bing. Io theſe the profound- 
eſt Reverence, and the loweſt Suben ithon is 
due, 


(42) 


due, as to the greateſt Bleſſings a Society can 
enjoy; and Resten to theſe is a moſt un- 
pardonable Sin. Thus far 2 4771 les Rea- 
ſoning holds, and it holds eq puſh all 
Forms of Government. For che of all 
Government is one and the ſame, h ther 
it be lodg'd.in the Breaſt and Will of a; ingle 
Perſon, or in the united Counſels and De- 
erees ot many. And. if the End of i it, which 
is the public 1 of Mank ind, 1 . tru- 
ly anſwer'd, all Diſobedience, and | 
ance is inexcuſable. 
The Argment indeed which the Apoſtle firſt | 
_ uſes: for this Obedience in Subjefts, ſeems di- 1 
ſtinct from this, . That their Goyernours i 
are of God, — ondain d of God, and the Mi- 9 
niſters of God: But having ſheun that the 5 
meaning of this can * vs that it is his 
Will that they y enjoy this Power for the pub- 
lic Good, it will only follow from hence, 
that therefore they ate to be obey'd. in the 
due Execution of his Will. As. far as they 
deflect from his Will, fo far they looſe their 
Title to theſe Declaratious of the Apoſtle, 
and ſo far are; they excluded out ae his Ar 
gument, as He himſelf aſterwards exp lains 
it. _—_ is a good Argument, Theſe Nerbons 
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are the Miniſters of God for the Good of Hu- 
mane Society,” therefofe they muſt be obey'd. 
But it will not follow from * that Obe- 
dience is due to them, if they deſtroy, and 
"rultie the Happineſs of humane Society. 
But let us ſuppoſe that they are of God in 
the higheſt Senfe poſſible; that by his im- 
mediate Direction They particularly are ap- 
portited'to Rule and Govern in the Kingdoms 
of ts World. Well, let us then confider 
for Wdat End and Purpoſe they are appoint- 
.ed to this Honour: And that it is agreed on 
all hands, is the | pen Happineſs of Man- 
kind. 1 cannot {ee even upon this Suppoſi- 
tion, that an unlimited Submiſſion is due to 
them, For they were plac d in Autority for 
this ood” End only; and they had Power 
given them by Got for this Purpoſe only. If 
therefore they uſe their — to any o- 
ther Purpoſe; to the Hurt and Prejudice of 
humane vl, as they may do, — 
are immediate Geh directed, and their Wills 
forc'd Ay rag imſelf, they act not in any 
I 3 Inſtances by Autority from God, but 
: contrary 66 his Wil 7 nn in ſuch 


- "Inſtgiichs! "B&'edlf his Vice-gerents' without 
dhe highef Profaneneſs : And therefore to 


oppoſe 


\ 


1 
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roppoſe wenig nth Caleb eanfbt be to c 
Loe theAMority.of She Nah, u Puſher. 
Non Reſſſtones would appear, upon Exami- 
nation, to be a much greater poſition to 
"the WIn of God, than the contrary: For tho 
He himſelf," upon the preſent Suppoſition, 
appointed this Perſon to govern; yet his 
chief Deſign in this, being the Good, and 
Happineſs of Society; tamely to ſit till, and 
lee that entirely Ruin d and Sacrifice d to the 
irregular Will'of one Man, ſeems a greater 
Contradiction to the Will, and Deſign of 
God, than any Oppoſition can be: For it is 
a tacit Conſent to the Ruine and Miſery of 
Mankind, whoſe public Peace and Happi- 
neſs is the ſole end of Government, as well if 


it be appointed by God himſelf; as if it be 
purely of humane Inſtitution · But tlie Apo- 
ſtle makes no ſuch Suppoſition as this, But 
only determines, that it is the Ordinance; of 
' God that there ſhould be Governours; and that 
as long as they act agreeably to:the;end? of 
their Inſtitution, it is a great Sin to diſabey, 
b jud e from what 1 


or reſiſt them. + We ma J 

* have ſaid, how little Grd chere is from 

1 any thing here deliver > by: St#Padl,-toriar- 
gue to ſo unlimited a Submiſſiou — 

rg culcate 
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culcate. For we ſee; Hg hath his Rye all the 
vuy upon the end of — 

founds his Precepts upon 23 
that the — — that good End. 

they do not; or if they ſet up themſelves 4 

. * Violence and In- 

ſtioe, by:Iavadiog and Deſtroy ing the pub- 

te Happinek; and by bringing on public Mi- 

ſeries ; the Apoſtle ſeems; not to thi of re- 

-commentiing Submiſſion to the Subject. For 
vrhilſt He commands Submiſſion, He puts 

no caſe of Princes acting contrary to the pur- 

- poſe of their Inſtitution, / and. the ſole Bak. 

— of their Oſſice; much leſs, of Princes 

who make an expreſs Contract with their 
| People, . and take ſolemn Oaths to preſerve 
their Rights and Liberties; and afterwards 
break chte all theſe Ties to invade. their 
Happineſs. Nor dotli He mention any thing 
of a Paſſive Submſſton-in. ſuch Caſes; but plain- 


— tior e DiRates of common 
ſe, and the — excel, Self preſer- 


- vation: And this under all Forms of Govern- 
ment equally. For the moſt Arbitrary Prince 
in the uhath : 200: moreiRight to make 
his Sudyects Miſerable, thian the moſt Limited; 
eee 2 with greater Ag- 
gravations 
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gra vations than the other. The Former is 
ty d up by the Laws of Nature, and Reaſon, 
and oblig'd' by the very end of his Exalrati- 
on; as truly as the latter is hy written Law 
or by ſolemn Promiſe: And Suhmiſſion to 
the one, in Inſtances of Violence and Op. 
preſſion, is no more due than Submiſſion to 
the other. For tho? his Autority, in carry. 
ing forward the End of his Power cannot be 
reſiſted without the higheſt Guilt; yet his 
Autority in acting tontraty to that End may 
be oppos d without the Hadoh ef a Crime; 
nay, with Honour ard Glory. He is ſecure 


no farther than Foree and Power ſecure Him; 


and what He gets by Violence may be de- 
manded again; and can only be maintain'd 
by the ſame Violence, which firſt put him 


in the Poſſeſſion of it. And as this is true of 


an abſolute Monarch; ſo it is as true, that, 


ſhould all who are poſſeſs d of Power, in a- 
ny other Form of Government, Conſent, 
and Agree, to enſlave the People commited 
by Providence to their Care, and to make 
them Miſerable; there is nothing in Nature, 
or in the Chriſtian Religion, that can hin- 
der that People from redreſſing their Griev- 
ances, and from anſwering tf Will of AI- 
199 mi f | 
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mighty God ſo far as too preſerus and ſecure 5 
che Happineſs of the public: Sdeiety. 7; by 
- But ſome may ſay, where'then isthe- great 
Virtue of ,Submiſſon co ih it be to 
be practis d towards none but ſuch as anſwer 
e of their Inſtitution? But it is eaſie 
ly, That there is an indiſpenſable Du- 
ty upon all, — as well as others, to re- 
gard the public ntereſt; and if their Sub- 
miſſion help to deſtroy and ruine that, their 
Submiſſien cannot be a Virtue: It is due to 
Femme not / fon their own ſake, but mere- 
ly; for the ſake of public Happineſs ; and there- 
ore can. only be Praife-worthy, when it joins 
to promote that; and muſt degenerate into a 
Crime, (tho itmay beaccompany'd with ma · 
ny Virtues) when it forſakes the View of that, 
and betrays it intoathe Hands, of Ambition 
and VI jolence. A « 

The gent Obi Bio, 2988010 this, tho ir 
be all 2 upon the Will of God, who 
ſincerely deſires tho Happineſs of public Seci-. 
etik cis this, That)it may give occaſion to 
Subjecſ veto diſtutb, and oppoſe their Superi-. 
ours. + But: certainly, a Rule is not therefore 
bad, becauſe Men, may miſtakę in the > APPlir 
cafionofiivpogarticulaglaſtagees;ior. becauſe 
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evil Men may, under the Umbrage of it, fa- 
tisfie their oαn]n Paſſions, and unreaſonable 
Humours; tho' theſe latter, as they are diſ- 
'd to public Diſturbances; would certa in- 
y find out {ome other Pretence for their Be- 
haviour, if they wanted this. The contrary 
Doctrine to what I have been delivering, we 
| know by an almoſt fatal Experience, may 
be very much abus'd ; and yet that is not 
the Reaſon why it ought to be rejected, but 
becauſe it is not true. Every Man is to give 
an Account for his Sins; and the Greatneſs 
of the Guilt of thoſe, who, under any Pre- 
tence whatſoever, diſturb the Government of 
ſuch as act the Part of good Rulers, 1s ſo great, 
that there cannot be a ſtronger Motive than 
this againſt Reſiſtance and Oppoſition to ſuch. 
For They that reſiſt ſhgll receive to themſelves 
Damnation, is pronounced againſt ſuch a Re- 
ſiſtance; and if Men will not regard ſuch a 
Declaration, who can help it? The Truth 
ought not to be conceal'd, or to ſuffer in the 
Opinions of Men, for the ſake of ſuch an ac- 
cidental laconvenience. Ps! 
Thus have l endeavour'd to give a juſt Ac- 
count of what St. Paul hath in this Chapter 
deliver'd concerning Governours and Subjects. 
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And. tho ſome may perhaps be apt to call this 
by the name of Politics, and to cenſure it as 
foreign to our Office and this Place (which 
they are ſure to do then only when their own 
Notions are contradicted;) yet muſt dec are, 
that Icannot think it an unbecoming, or even 
an unneceſſary part of our Care to ſettle the 
Meaſures of Chriſtian Duty in all Caſes, or to 
endea vour to give a true Explication of what 
ſo great an Apoſtle hath deliver'd with ſome 
Vehemence, and as a Matter of great Impor- 
tance. All that I have now attempted is to 
explain what an infpir'd Perſon wrote: And 
if this Explication be juſt, the Cenſure muſt 
light at laſt upon the Apoſtle himſelf; who, I 
cannot butthink, knew very well what became 
his Office, and what belong'd tohis Province. 

But tho' I have finaſh'd what I at firſt pro- 
pos'd, yet I ſhallentrear your Patience, whilſt 
J offer to you ſome further Confiderations not 
unſuitable to the preſent Occaſion. And theſe 
are ſuch asnaturally flow from what hath been 
difcours'd concerning the End and Purpoſe of 
all Government, whether that of Princes, or 
that of inferior Magiſtrates ; and will ſerve to 


give us a complete Idea of a good Governour. 
AS, 
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1. It is highly requiſite that all in Autority 
ſhould be happy in a public Spirit, and a true 
Regard to the public Intereſt. Fot it being the 
only End for which they are cloathed with 
Autority, to ſerve the Public and promote 


the Happineſs of that ; if they be led by pri- 


vate Intereſts of their own; if they be Slaves 
ro Covetouſneſs, or Ambition, or Effeminacy; 
if there be any thing in the World which 
they have more in their Eye than the Ad van- 
tage of humane Society, this muſt warp them 
them extremely from the main Deſign of their 
Inſtitution; and as far as they are tainted 
with a vicious Self-Intereſt, ſo far do they de- 
cline from the Dignity of their Character. 
But when their Breaſts are thoroughly fir d 
with a Love to the Public Intereſt, and a Re- 
ſolution of proſecuting that, happy is the Na- 
tion that obeys ſuch a Prince, and happy the 
Society that enjoys ſuch a Governour: But 
2. There ought to be alſo in a Governour a 
deep Senſe of Religion; of the great Im por- 
tance of Virtue, and of the bad Influence, 
and Malignity of Vice and Immorality. For 
{ince one great end of his Office is the Panih- 
ment of thoſe who da Reil, and the Praiſe of then 
who do Well, there will be but little Heart to 
D 2 proſe- 
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proſecute this, unleſs there be firſt a full Per- 


ſuaſion that there is an eſſential Difference be- 
tween Good and Evil; that the Practice of all 


Virtue will mehe a Nation Happy, and the 


Practice of Vice rive Curſes and Ruine up- 
ona People, as welſ in the Nature of the Thing 
it ſelf, as in the Decree of Almighty God. A 
Ruler that firmly believes this, will act his 
Part with ſome Zeal and Concern; and it will 
tenderly affect his Mind, to ſee his Country 
likely to be undone by Debauchery; and He 
will employ his Thoughts Day and Night, how 
to reform the Manners of Men; or, at leaſt, 
how to put a ſtop to the Impudence of thoſe 
who will not be reform d. But particularly, 

3. There muſt be a great Love to Juſtice, 
and a great Regard to Peace. The one en- 
gages a Governour to do that which is exactly 
right between Man and Man; and the other 
influences him to reconcile the contending 
and quarrelling parts of Mankind; and ſoften 


the Hearts of Men into Love and Friendſhip. 


This Jjuſtice which I here ſpeak of, tho' it 
muſt not act blind fold, yet it muſt be blind 
to all outward Regards, and all Perſons: And 
nothing of Intereſt, or of Party, or of perſo- 
nal Reſpect or Prejudice, ought ever to ſway 
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in the Diſtribution of Rewards and Puniſh- 
ments: Which do but little Service to the 
Cauſe of Honeſty and Virtue, unleſs when it 
is apparent that they are diſpens'd for the ſake 
of Virtue it ſelf, and not on any baſe and ſor- 
did Accounts. And if the ſtricteſt Juſtice 
ſhould once be diſregarded, and unjuſt Judg- 
ments come into uſe, the great end of Magi- 
ſtracy is perverted, and the Happineſs of So- 
ciety ſhaken: And every Step this way would 
be a Step to public Miſery. And then where 
there is not a ſacred Regard to Peace, there will 
be no Compaſhon for the Diviſions and Heats 
of a Nation ; and conſequently no Advances 
made towards an univerfal Love and Friend- 
ſhip ; the Want of which alone muſt one time 
or other bring about the Ruine of a Nation. 

4. Toall other Qualifications there muſt be 
joyn'd a blameleſs Example. The Reaſon is, 
becauſe every thing that tends to promote Re- 
ligion and Happineſs in a Society, is the Con- 
cern of all who have Autority in it. Now it 1s 
with thoſe who are to puniſh Vice and protect 
Virtue, juſt as it is with thoſe who are to teach 
the Practice of Virtue, and the Abhorrence of 
Vice. It is an Obſervation eahe and obvious to 
every Body, that thoſe who are the Preachers of 
Righteouſneſs do no great Service to * 


(e 

but perhaps the contrarygif their Examples un- 
happily contradict their Precepts. And it is cer- 
certainly the ſame with Reſpect to thoſe whoſe 
Bufineſs it is to puniſh Vice. If whilſt they puniſh 
it in Inferiors, they themſelves are known to 
be guilty. of it, the Correction indeed may make 
theOffender avoid the Light; but it will never 
make him in love with Virtue. He wil! be apt 
to think He is puniſſd only becauſe He is 
poor, and not conſiderable enough to be in Of- 
hce-himſelf: And may be harden'd to Vice, 
whilſt He ſees Men making uſe of their Au- 
tority in puniſhing others, only as it were for 
a Screen to their on greater Indulgence. 

Lou ſee from hence hat a Concern there 
lies upon all in Autority from the Higheſt to 
the Loweſt; that Magiſtracy is not a Matter of 
Pomp and Retinue, to attract the Eyes, and 
raiſe the Wonder of the Multitude; but a Bu- 
ſineſs of Labour and Difficulty, to be under- 
taken with Seriouſneſs, and to be manag'd 
with the greateſt Prudence and Conduct. 
It is the invaluable Happineſs of this King- 
dom, to ſee all theſe Qualifications united in its 
Supreme Governayr ; who ſeems to know no 
greater Satisfaction than what arifes from the 
good Eftate of the Publick, and who directs all 
her Cares not to make her (elf Great, but her 
00 Sub- 
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Subjects Happy. Such an Example, one would 
think cannot but influence all who are in Au- 
tority under Her, to promote the ſame good 
End, the public Happineſs. We are in many 
Things the Envy, as well as the Wonder, of 
other Nations. Our Liberties ſtiſl preſerv'd ; 
Our Conſtitution ſtil] happily temper'd ; and 
the Profeſhon of our Religion ſtill ſecure. But 
we want many things to make the Poſſeſſion 
of theſe great Bleſſings certain and laſting to 
us; but eſpecially an univerſal Practice of Vir- 
tue, and a Spirit of Peace and Love. It is yout 
great Concern (J ſpeak to all who bear any Of- 
fice in this great City) to promote the Practice 
of Virtue and of Peace. The former is diſcou- 
rag d and endanger'd by every public Act of 
Profaneneſs, and Irreligion; which ought 
therefore to be ſeverely Pumiſh'd, left the Poi- 
ſon ſhould work it ſelf inſenſibly from ſome 
Parts into the whole Body. And the latter is 
highly endanger'd by all Men of Paſſion and 
Violence; by thoſe who vent ſuch Principles 
as, in effect, call in queſtion Her Majeſty's Ti- 
tle to the Crown ; by thoſe who deride and 
expoſe the Principles upon which our preſent 
Eſtabliſhment, and all our future Hopes are 
founded ; and by all whoſe Buſineſs it is to raiſe 
mutual Jealouſies and Heats amongſt us. Such 
As 
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as theſe, it ĩs too welhknown,. diſcover them- 
ſelves every Day in open light: And ſhall not 


eee, public Hap⸗ 
pineſs as theſe Men are to deſtto it? Or is 


{ thereno a ON ſuch public and ſuch 


deſtructive Evils? It is a Shame toja Nation not 
to have good Laws; but it is a much greater 
Shame to have them, and not to put them in 
Execution. It isa Shame to a Nation that there 
ſhould any Perſons belong to it, ſo little ſenſible 
of the Happineſs it enjoys as to Libel and Di- 
ſturb ſuch a Queen and ſuch a Government : 
But it is a greater Shame that no Method ſhould 
be found of annexing Puniſhments to what ſo 
highly deſerves it. Let it, therefore, appear that 
Lou are truly ſenſible of the Nature and End of 
your rufts,by your hearty Endea vours to pro- 
mote the Happineſs of the Public. Let a true 


|S Regard to that diſcover it ſelf in all your Pro- 
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ceedings. Let your Examples allure to irtue, 
as well as your Puniſhments deter from Vice. 
Let your Zeal diſcover it ſelf againſt the Ene- 
mies of Religion, and of the Public Peace. 
Let it be ſeen that you bear not the Sword in ain. 
"Tk you will make hig City a:Praiſe in the 
whole Earth, and. draw, down Bleſſings from 
Heaven upon the whole Nation. 
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